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1 COP stands for Conference of the Parties to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC).  To be precise, on April 22, the Paris Agreement 

was opened to signing, but as a show of support 175 countries 

and the EU signed it on that very first day, leading Ban Ki-

moon to comment that “this is by far the largest number of 

countries ever to sign an international agreement on a single 

day” (www.cop21.gouv/fr/en, last access on July 8, 2016). 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/dec/12/james-hansen-climate-change-paris-talks-fraud
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/dec/13/paris-climate-deal-reaction-experts
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/8677562c-a0c0-11e5-8d70-42b68cfae6e4.html
http://wws.princeton.edu/system/files/research/documents/KeohaneVictorFinal.pdf
http://www.cop21.gouv/fr/en


 

 



 

 



 

 

                                                           
2 INDCs were officially recognized in 2013 at COP19, where 

Decision 1/CP.19, 2(b) called for Parties “to initiate or 

intensify domestic preparations for their intended nationally 

determined contributions…and to communicate them well in 

advance of the twenty-first session of the Conference of the 

Parties…”. 

 

http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-polisci-062011-154926
http://www.uni-potsdam.de/u/sprinz/doc/Hovi.2009.Implementing_Long_Term_Climate_Policy.GEP.pdf
file:///C:/(http/::unfccc.int:resource:docs:2013:cop19:eng:10a01.pdf%23page=3
http://ejt.sagepub.com/content/16/2/269.full.pdf+html
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-polisci-062011-154926
http://faculty.smu.edu/millimet/classes/eco6375/papers/flues%20et%20al.pdf


 

 

http://ejt.sagepub.com/content/16/2/269.full.pdf+html
http://ejt.sagepub.com/content/16/2/269.full.pdf+html
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=2
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=22
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=28
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=32


 

 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=32
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=2
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/da01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/da02.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/da02.pdf


 

 

                                                           
3 For a closer look at the definitional issues surrounding 

climate finance, see UNCTAD (2015).  As that paper notes, 

UNFCCC documents foresee “new and additional” climate 

finance, but what that actually means remains open to debate.  

Related to this issue is the confluence of general development 

aid and specific climate finance, which many observers 

consider problematic.  

 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=30
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/presspb2015d15_en.pdf
http://www.seci.gov.in/content/innerpage/solar-park.php
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/06/29/economic-benefits-50-percent-target-clean-energy-generation-2025


 

 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=28
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/da02.pdf
http://web.unep.org/adaptationgapreport/sites/unep.org.adaptationgapreport/files/documents/agr2016.pdf
https://ghum.kuleuven.be/ggs/publications/working_papers/new_series/wp-171-180/wp173-becault-marx.pdf
https://ghum.kuleuven.be/ggs/publications/working_papers/new_series/wp-171-180/wp173-becault-marx.pdf
http://web.unep.org/adaptationgapreport/sites/unep.org.adaptationgapreport/files/documents/agr2016.pdf
http://web.unep.org/adaptationgapreport/sites/unep.org.adaptationgapreport/files/documents/agr2016.pdf


 

 

                                                           
4 Up to that point, the Global Environmental Facility was the 

UNFCCC’s main financing mechanism.  

5 The information on the GCF in this paragraph is based on 

documents provided on the institution’s website.  

6 At COPs, bracketed language indicates potential wordings 
that the Parties are still debating. 

http://web.unep.org/adaptationgapreport/sites/unep.org.adaptationgapreport/files/documents/agr2016.pdf
http://gdrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Winkler-Rajamani-2013-CBDRRC.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/da01.pdf
http://www.greenclimate.fund/


 

 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=2
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/da01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/da01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf#page=22
http://gdrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Winkler-Rajamani-2013-CBDRRC.pdf
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-environ-102014-021112


 

 

http://wws.princeton.edu/system/files/research/documents/KeohaneVictorFinal.pdf


 

 


